From the Editor
It is overwhelming just to consider that the year 2006-07 is coming to an end. So many joyful moments and tough
times have flashed by and again, SPKC finds itself strenuously occupied with final examinations and the kick-offs of
next year’s preparations — for the new batch of S.1 students and for the S.4 curriculum. In planning for our last of
2006-07 newsletters, our team has decided that this issue shall serve to reflect upon some of the action and
highlights we have had in the 2nd term, in particular our amazing house events! As you read on, don'’t forget to
remember our Lord in heaven, whose grace has always been abundant in carrying us through.
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Principal’s address:

Leadership development and the House system

In our Athletic Meet 2007, the school invited teachers
and students of Shenzhen Guiyuan Middle School to
join an inter-school competition. One of the teachers
was very curious about the House system in SPKC. I
gave him a brief introduction about how our House
system works in school and the educational meanings
behind the system. He told me it was eye-opening to
him and the House system really matched with our
school mission of providing balanced education.

Some parents might have heard that the Chinese
University of Hong Kong had a long tradition in using
a college system which was borrowed from some
famous British universities. Similar to this college
system, the House system in SPKC was set up when the
school began its operation in 2004. Each student was
assigned to a house when joining the school. This
membership is going to last as long as the student
stays in the school. We divided the student population
into four houses using the four colors as symbols and
having house names beginning with the alphabets S,
P, K, and C. To make sense of the four alphabets, we
named the houses by remembering that Christ is the
King, the Priest, and the Savior. Thank God for offer-

ing our team wisdom in having this creative idea.

Four important ideas related to education can be
found in the house system. First, the house system
helps to divide a large school community into smaller
units and therefore creates better sense of belonging
among schoolmates. The sense of belonging along-
side with an identity can be very meaningful for many
teenagers when they are developing their new
personal network and social exposure. Second, the

house system which puts students of different form

levels may help develop a structure of caring system.
Within a house, there are always big brothers and
sisters showing care and concern over the younger. It
also provides opportunities for the senior forms
students to develop their leadership abilities. In
several house events, we can easily identify many S3
students taking the role of leaders in organizing
activities and duties. Third, in fostering a cohesive
atmosphere, many house leaders begin to build up
their house characters and ethos. It does not only
generate creativity among the students when develop-
ing house uniqueness, but also facilitates the sharing
of ideas and compromising different opinions. Even-
tually, I believe that each house may be able to form its
own heritage and to pass on values generation by
generation. Finally, the school often makes use of
positive competitions among the houses so that
students learn to strive for success through group
efforts. Although SPKC staff is working hard to join
many inter-school competitions outside campus,
these activities often involve a relatively selective
group of students. Competitive games among houses
inside the campus create more opportunities for
students to participate. Eventually, students may be
encouraged to aim higher through a less stressful

environment.

Finally, I must express my appreciation to the house
wardens this year. They have been working very hard
in the process of forming the House system in SPKC
and we all feel that the system is really maturing.
Hopefully, the organization works could be shared
out when student leaders could be identified in the

coming future.
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APCC Fukuoka Japanese Detgges Visitation to SPKC S - TX L

On March 26, 16 Japanese gdents, representing Asia-Pacific Chil-
dren Convention of Fukuoka (APCC), came a long way from Japan
to SPKC to have a full-day local school learning experience. Having
attended a one-week workshop to prepare for our guests’ arrival, 20
SPKC ambassadors showed our guests around the campus and took
care of their stay in school throughout the day. During the afternoon
cultural performance, members of our Martial Arts Team, together
with 3 Joy’s Tiffany Wong shared with our guests some Chinese Mar-
tial Arts and gu-zheng music, and Juggling club members also joined
the group with their splendid juggling performance. In return, our
Japanese friends showed us their traditional dances and sang us
several Japanese folk songs.

SPKC Cultural and Arts Festival Exhibition:
The passion of Bangladeshi

53”5&"! ) == a_s; ‘What would living in a small developing South Asian
ig — - . country be like? Our school recently received some
Ty _?:3‘ drawings from the Bangladeshi students of Javed

- Rashel’s Art Studio. Their art illustrates the lives and
festivities in Bangladesh.

International Collaboration Teanm

The theme of our second aCademicC term is “apprecCiation”. The Ihternational Collaboration
Team responds by l[aunhching a series of cultural programmes focusing on “cultural apprecCia-
tion”, bringing SPKC students and guests from different places a ChancCe to share with each
other their own culture.

Cultural and Arts Exchange Day in Shenzhen GuiYuan Middle School GEilIIERER)
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For many students, the end of Poverty Week (28th May-1st
June) was a total relief. We could finally turn the air-
conditioners back on! So what was Poverty Week? Why
would people living the exuberant life of Hong Kong want
‘poverty’? This is a special week-long programme organized
by the Character Building Team to raise our awareness of
poverty in the world.

Every day during the week, one class from each form was
chosen by lot to enjoy air-conditioning that day, while the
‘“unlucky’ classes were to have their lessons under the
unbearable heat. Many wondered why 2 Joy was picked
many times! (Aren’t we the ‘2 Joy’ in the real world?) These
harsh rules of the week reflected the harsh reality in our
world.

The programme reached its climax on the last day, when no
normal lunch was allowed! Each S.2 and S.3 student was
only given a piece of plain, to many tasteless, bread during
lunchtime as they watched a student-directed documentary
about the economically disadvantaged in Hong Kong. Mean-
while, S.1 students partook in the “Hunger Banquet”!
Students were divided into a small upper class, a middle ;
class, and a large lower class (a mimic of the real world). The
lower class only had plain bread to consume as they watched
the upper and middle classes enjoy their luxurious meals.

The end of Poverty Week was to many a time of liberation, - = =B A 4+ B
but was it also a time for more reflection? q: B ] ﬁ*‘l%ﬁﬁ 30 » B¥ :
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Teacher's Sharing Corner
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My time here at SPKC has been wonder- ‘my time at SPKC may be short or
full I have had the honor of meeting long, I have to say that of the over fifty
almost every student in the school. As in schools [ have taught in HK, SPKC is
any new job, the transition period was  head and shoulders above the rest. The

quite interesting.” At first, some of the = teachers,  administration, tuck shop
L NE other teachers didn’t know what to make sﬁ‘iﬁ Jaﬁ&mﬁjaﬁﬁi and all the support

. of me. [ flew in‘on my DRAMA magic i rking, dedicated and
carpet and proceeded® tos changesthe = genuinely nice people. I want to thank

student’s perception of how tolearn Eng—= 8 thetentire staff for this wonderful oppor-

~ lish. In the process I came to know many = tunity *:.!!L' I 'J.u.bl!w.i!m e

of the teachers and foundfthat weFalllsetithels levelof
| share the same dedication and desire to " English l,_,“{['{ ;

_educate Hong Kon youtt

Thank you againsforithe opportunity: to
"m@.l' such aiwonderiul School

briantGreytak
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Martial Arts Tournament!

On 20th May, our Martial Arts Team
competed with hundreds of others in
the Hong Kong Junior Wushu Cham-
pionship 2007 (2 % = B 37 % & pieth
# 7). Out of the many events they
entered, including Tai Chi, Sword
and Spear, we came 1st in the Group
Sword (Secondary School) category!
Congratulations!

Gospel Sunday

The annual Gospel Sunday finally
took place on the 13th May. Praise
the Lord for more than 400 attended
and filled up the whole hall! These
included 100 students and parents of
SPKC, 3 of whom decided to follow
the Lord during the service! The
‘Love Banquet’ afterwards also filled
up the whole covered playground!
Glory to our Lord!

Shatin District Outstanding
Student Award

Congratulations to Ngai Sum Ming
(3 Peace), who was nominated for
the Shatin District Outstanding
Student Award and won the “Highly
Efficient Team Award”. “I would
like to express my gratitude to my
teachers and parents.” He said. “I
hope to aim even higher and encour-
age others more with my spirit.”

The long Waite§; £W ds 45th

Anniversary Charity Variety Show
was finally held on 15th and 16th
April! The Stewards has been serv-
ing Hong Kong through establishing
schools and various medical, reha-
bilitation, and counselling services.
The aim of this show was to raise
money for some of the Stewards’
upcoming life education
programmes which serve to help
people understand life and develop
further positive values in life. Yet it
was also to honour the Lord our God
for His faithfulness and guidance in
the past 45 years!

Stewards Pooi Kei College, as a
member of the larger Stewards
family, was honoured to be part of
this variety show! Our performers
included English choral speaking,
formed by a group of S.3 students
who wanted to share God’s mes-
sages through poems and biblical
verses, and our Hand Chime Group,
String Ensemble and School Band,

i g
who together delivered a aehgﬁﬂul“

performance for the evenings.

In addition to the rhythmic and the
harmonic, our SPKC performers
further enlivened the evenings with
some action and fun! The Juggling
Team, a new group recently formed
in our school by Mr. Rickie Hung,
showed us how with a touch of
creativity, the simplest objects could
form a playful and thrilling act which
grabbed every spectator’s attention
in the hall. Another stunning perfor-
mance was given by our Martial Arts
Team, whose breathtaking moves of
‘quan’ (fist forms), Tai Chi, swords,
blades and spears won loud
applause.

As we appreciate all the effort made
by our teams that had made both
nights so enjoyable and memorable,
we would also like to offer thanks
and glory to our Father in Heaven.

Miss Jacqui Koo

SEKC)WorldiRockersj

Italy, New Zealand, Australia, Japan, Israel...
Do these countries mean anything to you
personally? Well, they do to some SPKC
students who joined Rock Our World this
year. Rock Our World is an award-winning
global project that connects students from 20
countries'. through video conferences and
collaborative. music composition! As ene of
the three schools representing Asia, our
SPKC team shared with schools from 5 coun-
tries - about the uniqueness of Chinese
culture. Yet we also got a glimpse of how
similar we are with others!

“Walking ten thousand miles is better than
reading ten thousand books,” said Jeffrey
Chan (2 Peace). “This is a famous Chinese
proverb. But nowadays, we can just sit at
school and learn the same things. In ROW, |
learnt a lot about cultures, education systems
and many things all over the world. Although
| have visited Japan many times, | didn’t
know most of the things the Japanese
students shared. In my opinion, ROW is one
of the most enjoyable activities | have had
this year.”

Indeed, it's;amazing how an encounter with
peers around the globe could have such an
impact on our perspectives! The world
suddenly becomes real and personal
because we see it beyond stereotypes. We
have friends from New Zealand who taught
us about Rugby, while our Australian friends

showed us what we could do on a beach!
Meanwhile, students from Israel taught us the
meaning of the Wailing Wall and the diverse
religions their country.
“Our first video conference was with Austra-
lia. We were so shy.” Lianne Lo (2 Grace)
recalled. “But the second time was much
better. In the conference with Japan, Sara
used a lot of Japanese! | did not regret joining
RQOW. | can gain more perspectives in looking
at different cultures and the world!”
During ROW, students who were once reluc-
tant to speak English found out that language
barriers were surprisingly insignificant when
one had the heart to. communicate. Sara
Sung (2 Hope) shared her experience.
“When | first started the video conferences, |
was very nervous. After | talked and talked, |
realized it was a great chance to learn
English!”
‘ROW gave me a lot of friends from different
areas of the world,” said Matthew Chung (2
Peace). “It was a great opportunity to practise
my: English and be more confident in talking
with students around the world. It really gave
me an unforgettable experience which will
not go away in-my life!” On a final note, the
ROW team wants to show our gratitude to
Cheung Cheuk Lam (3 Grace) who contrib-
uted tremendously to the music composition
part of the project!

Miss Joanie Yeung
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