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Appreciation is the second school
theme of the year. Among the
various meanings of apprecia-
tion, we would like to focus on
learning this quality in two ways:
gaining an attitude of apprecia-
tion and putting appreciation in
action.

First, appreciation is an attitude
grounded by an insight or an
understanding of the positive
things around us. In our society,
people tend to pick things in a
negative way and, as a result,
lead ourselves to despair and
discontentment. =~ Many people
are found to have depression

because they could not see posi-

tive things in their life. Alarm-

ingly, depression is predicted to
be one of the most damaging
diseases in urban societies. How-
ever, when we turn to the Bible,
God tells us that He has created
many good things for people to
enjoy and to gain happiness. The
problem is that we often lose our
sense of appreciation to things we
have. By setting up the theme of
appreciation, we want to alert the
SPKC community that we need to
put ourselves into perspective. In
fact, the purpose of knowledge
pursuit is always motivated by
our appreciation of virtue, truth,
and beauty.

The second meaning of apprecia-
tion deals with an important
skill.

.appreciation to people is an
g 11

interpersonal Showing

e action that represents our

initiative and willingness to
build up relationship with
others. This action not only
encourages positive feed-
back but also generates
new energy for others to
continue doing good. On
the
things for granted seems

contrary,  taking
to be our common weak-
ness and it often lead to
apathetic response and

negativism  in  our

culture. In the coming few
months, we expect to promote a
school atmosphere that we can
use various actions to show

appreciation to people around us.

Finally, I would like to share
some of my recent experience
related to the concept of apprecia-
tion. Firstly, based on my obser-
vation on students’ performance
in our Learning Without Walls
(LEWOWA) program in Early
February, I found that many
students learned how to appreci-
ate the new knowledge and expe-
rience gained in the process of
their trips. This sense of appre-
ciation will bring about an
attitude that learning can take
place anywhere and at anytime
without the restriction of class-
room walls. Secondly, I have
received words of appreciation
from  parents about  the
LEWOWA program, the Athletics
Meet, as well as other things in
school. This appreciation really
gave our staff team a lot of
encouragement. I must say
thanks to our supportive parents.
I would assure you that we will
continue to work hard and
meekly to improve ourselves by
listening to your valuable com-

ments.
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S.3 Military and Discipline Training
Camp 2006-07

Have you cooked your own meal in the wilder-
ness? Well, our S.3 students can share with you
their ‘camp of a lifetime’ at the Gideon Military
School, Sai Kung, this winter! Thisin a 2-day
camp organized by the Character Building
Team. In it, students learned all kinds of military
drills, marching, outdoor ‘solo’ cooking, tent-
making, and various survival skills. But the big-
gest highlight of all is... DISCIPLINE! Through-
out this camp, these ‘big brothers and sisters’
of SPKC went through tough training in obeying
commands and following strict instructions
which helped them carry through the hardships
in the wilderness. After the camp, many S.3
agreed that such disciplined life style they had
learned had equipped them to prepare for life
beyond. S.3.

Go Go Go!ll
Over the Chinese New Year Holi-
days, three SPKC students, Wong
Tsz Lok (1 Grace), Wong Chung
Yan (3 Grace), and Wong Chun Hei
(3 Peace), went on aninterna-
tional GO (Weiqi) competitions in
Bangkok, Thailand. After hours of
brain-stretching rounds against
hundreds of competitors, Wong
Tsz Lok rose as the 6th runner-up
in Division Il, and Wong Chun Hei
came first in Division lll! Congratulations to all!
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Ms. Joanie Yeung




Art from the Classroom to Hong Kong (and beyond)!

Last term, artists from SPKC had their first public art exhibition organized by the Visual Arts
Department! The exhibition, which took place in an international gallery in Wanchai, adopted the
title Exploration of Peoples and Landscapes ( X A ). The display compiled a wide selection of stu-
dents’ oil paintings, Chinese paintings and ceramics of different faces of humanity and our planet
earth. According to Ms. Veronica Yan, head of SPKC Visual Arts Department, this exhibition aimed

to provide a space for students for experimenting with their creativity and imagination, and actually
sharing them with the public. “As students take part in the exhibition,” Ms Yan explains. “They are

bringing their art to the society, which has become their audience. At the same time, they are re-

further their creativity in their next step.”
Let’s review some of the highlights of the exhibition!

The Guitar (|giit), painted by Lau

Yee Lam of 3 Love, was one of the
paintings selected to participate in
the Hong Kong Secondary Schools
Students’ Creative Visual Art

. Work Exhibition, and was awarded
with a merit,

Music interflow with Singapore!

We welcome musicians from the Orchid Park Wind Orchestra, Sin-

gapore, who arrived Hong Kong to visit us last term as part of their
wind band concert and exchange tour. During their visit, they per-

formed a few famous Asian songs for us, including B ST AL,

KERERE, and X 22 |Afterwards they also had a tour around
our school.

Student’ s appreciation —
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World AIDS Day

students may encounter in their daily life. Yet

On 1st December, SPKC joined the world in the remem-
brance of World AIDS Day. AIDS is not something SPKC

to millions around the world, in particular children, AIDS
is a life-threatening disease they need to fight all their life
which can take away their friends, family, education and life.

- B Therefore during our morning assembly, every member of the school put on

V stands for volunteering. V-Power is
one of the new CCA groups we have in
# SPKC this year. How is it unique? Well,
{ the process of the V-Power voluntary
activities, ranging from brainstorming,
initiating, organizing, to implementing,
are ALL done by students themselves!
The group is divided into Youth Power
and V-Fire. Each team must organize social service events
from the beginning to the very end independently. This is
the spirit of true voluntary work! The events they have suc-
cessfully organized include visitations of elderly people
who live alone and former psychiatric patients, and a
Christmas party for an elderly home! Let's hear what they
have to share!

S el

Teacher’ s appreciation —
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red ribbons to remind ourselves of the urgency of this global situation and
the needs of the people around us. Miss KaLing Sit and other teachers also
used this opportunity to bring in important lessons of sex education. We are
surely graceful of the comfortable life we enjoy in Hong Kong, but we shall
also join hands in the prayers for those in need. 1
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Teacher’ s appreciation—

I would like to appreciate all me colleagues who worked

very hard to make Learning Without Walls a great success!
Mr. Ivan So

KRR E 1Faithéy B SR A L G4 o L4 9 A R Cherry, Betty, Alice,
Regin... KiEARH4E!
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s appreciation —
Thanks to the editors and other staff involved in making
this newsletter for all the families of SPKC

Student’ s appreciation — Teacher’
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Reviews of the worls of CBT in this school year:

a) Self-management programme (15 Sept 2006 - 23 Oct 2006)
- Class mini-board competition
- Student self-management survey
- Teacher desk guessing game

- Book fair
- Weekly assembly (Introduction of 7 % /%)
b) Self-evaluation day (last school day of each month)
c) National day exhibition (1 Oct 2006)
d) S3 Training camp (26 Oct 2006 - 27 Oct 2006)
e) New staff room seating plan (Nov 2006)
f) Board for class competition results (Nov 2006) d
g) Sex education week (1 Dec 2006 - 8 Dec 2006) '
h) Lunch time activity (against drug abuse)from # i #%1& &3+ € IR 75 R 242 & ik 7o (20 Dec 2006)
i) Joining " T H KD R R B AR BiES | from Green Sense (21 Dec 2006)
j) New appreciation board (second term)
k) Lunch time whole school broadcast on every Thursday (from 8 Feb 2007)
1) Class red packet collection competition (after lunar new year holiday)
m) Health week (6 Mar 2007 - 9 Mar 2007)
n) Promotion of student award scheme (whole year)

- Monthly results
- Half-year award

e

let’s sec what we have launched in the past half year.

(Lumch thue activit
againg
aailnst drug abuse)
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S P K C Stationery Campaign

for schools in

Mr. Bari of Bridge Club Bangladesh distributing
the stationeries donated by SPKC students.

©

During the Christmas holidays, three teachers from SPKC - Ms. Christina Tung, Mr. Timothy Li, and Mr. Sean Yu, embarked on a

Journey to Bangladesh for a cultural exchange! They brought with them boxes of stationery donated by SPKC students as a gift to the

disadvantaged children of Bangladesh. Here 1s the sharing by Ms. Tung.

o Mr. Sean Yu with the Bangladeshi students

It was a chilly morning in late-November. When all our students
returned to their classrooms after the school morning assembly,
three of us sat in the empty school cafeteria, biting off our breakfast
sandwiches, pondering hard the idea discussed the night before
during the Bangladesh pre-trip meeting with members of Bridge
Club Hong Kong(# # & 45 &) bringing stationeries to schools
i Bangladesh. But with the understanding of that we have a very
tight budget, and that the group would gather only one more time
before the trip, we were as puzzled as we were mtrigued about the
practicality of such idea.

With all said, we decided to give a try and launch a stationery
donation campaign in school to raise the stationeries we needed.
The project was risky and we were worried right from the begin-
ning -~ how can we possibly squeeze time out from our hectic
teaching schedules to coordinate the event? How will the school
take this ad-hoc project given the school activity-schedule in
December 1s already very packed? How will the students respond?
What do they know about Bangladesh as a country? And as
affluent children living in a modern metropolis, what do they think
about poverty? Do they care? And if they do, will they bother to do
anything about 1t? We did not know what to anticipate.

Just when we teachers were about to be overwhelmed by the anxiet-
les, our students again took us by surprise: Our worries ceased
quickly when we received response from the school English Club,
saying its members would like to help out with the design of the
campaign promotion posters. Very soon after, we also gathered a
group of secondary 3 students who, out of their busy study
routines, agreed to help researching information on Bangladesh,

s . .
Teacher s appreciation—

I would like to give thanks to all the colleagues and
students who have given me support in SPKC.
Ms. Shirley Tsang

and setting up a display board to introduce the country. Then,
before we knew, the campus was already filled with colorful statio-
nery donation posters everywhere, with an eye-catching Bangla-
desh information-board greeting students and guests at the lobby.

In the second week of December, our student-ambassador teams
also kicked off their works among their fellow schoolmates. In
groups of four, these first-time ambassadors boldly walked into
classrooms to explain the used-stationery collection procedures
and encouraged cach class to raise fund to purchase extra new
stationeries for the needy ones in Bangladesh. Sacrificing their own
free time, the ambassadors would faithfully stood by the stationery
collection booths during each lunch time to collect stationery items
brought back by others. The next thing we knew was that we had 10
full boxes of used-stationeries collected by the end of the third
week, along with several bags of brand-new stationeries donated by
some parents!

The campaign ran for three weeks in school. Throughout the
course of the campaign, our teaching workloads were after all
hectic and our project budget tight still. Yet, with all the exuber-
ance, talents, and commitments devoted to this project by our
students, it had been much more than just another school activity,
but an edifying experience to all. We were told that the same result
could have been achieved much easier if we had chosen to pay a
stationery supplier to get the job done. Indeed it would be easier.
But having witnessed the genuine, selfless effort given out by these
teenagers, we are most certain that there 1s no other ways which we
could use to trade the value of such true compassionate sharing.

Ms. Christina Tung
International Collaboration Team
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Days ta Remember

If you asked me what the most unforgettable expe-
rience in my secondary school life was, I would say
my memories came from the school hymn. Even
after graduation for quite a while, the melody of
the school hymn still came into my mind. The
lyrics have been rooted in my heart.

“Hark! Daughters of the great St. Faul
Came, listen to his call

Oh! Children of this loved schaool

IFhe loving nurse of all

Rejoice in Gad, de werk and pray

Be twe from day to day.”

In fact, I used to sing the hymn when I was alone.
I give thanks for all the pleasurable moments I
spent with the teachers and my schoolmates.
Time flies! Now, St Paul’s Secondary School
(SPSS) is celebrating its 47th anniversary. When
I went back to visit my teachers last summer, I
was overwhelmed by warm feelings and smiling
faces when I stepped into the main entrance. As I
walked through the corridors and classrooms, I
was so glad to see the school features had not

‘ll,ﬁ A2

the days to r‘emember!

Miss Cindy Yuen

been set up. When I looked down to the play-
ground from the third floor, it seemed that I saw
myself lining up in the morning assembly. All of a
sudden, laughter from friends and excitement
came back to life again. My mind flashed back to
the first day of September years ago, the day when
a new school year began. Students’ uniforms were
neat and tidy and my friends and I became talk-
ative. We were busy in conversation and the topic
could not be far from the first day of school and our
new Form Mistress. It was so satisfying to study
there! Although my school life in SPSS came to an
end, the beautiful memories still live on. They
have become part of myself and drive me to strive
for the best so as to carry that school spirit with
me wherever I go.

When I first came to SPKC, I had the same special
feeling again. All your faces reminded me how my
school life has shaped me when I was young. Hey!
SPKC students, do you remember your school
hymn? One day when you leave SPKC, what
memories will you recall? Laughter? Nervous-
ness? Tears? Enthusiasm? When we slow down
and start watching how life shapes our personal-
ity, character and mode of life, you should treasure
what you have now and make use of every oppor-
tunity to enrich your life in SPKC.

Once you have tried your best in school, no matter
what you did and how you felt at the end, those are

PSSR 'im* Soiig e A
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I appreciate that our school has carried out this programme in which

students can learn the importance of appreciation in their 1loves.

Ms. Ivy Man






