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Surprises came one-after-one in May: the School Library Opening, the English Enhancement Programme, and the Student Award Scheme
etc. They are signifiers of growth and hope — that we will do our best to help students to discover and live out their leadership potentials.

May we all share this vision together!
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" We can’t stress enough about the importance of reading in language-learning.
Therefore, it is not hard for us teachers and parents to find ourselves urging our
children to read books and newspaper-articles whenever we can. But despite our
efforts, many of us found it extremely hard to motivate our children to develop the
reading habit. Instead of asking “why don’t they read?” Let’s consider this
question: why should they read?

If we ask this question to our children, no doubt our children will readily answer
“to improve my (English) language skills of course!” Indeed, even our children
are aware of what a good reader entails: great lexicon capacity, good understanding of the language’s grammars,
speedy text-skimming and scanning ability...etc. Given these associations, quite naturally, we then willingly declare
“to improve language skills” as a major goal of the reading activity and use it as a criterion to our selection of
reading-materials to children.

But what happen when reading — especially reading in English, become too much a focus on language-learning? How
would our children react when we over-feed them with tailor-made language learning reading-materials that address
little of their personal reading needs and interests? Chances are, many of them might loose their appetites for reading
and wish to stay away from books as far as possible.

As | went through my recent “reading-list”, | found my list to have included these following items: the latest concert-
tour schedule of my favorite bands; my friends’ Xanga-sites (Xanga is where people post online-dairies and journals);
news articles; song lyrics; can-food labels; personal letters; and movie-reviews etc. Judging from my list, the reasons I
read are nothing more than 1) to find out information that interested me or relevant to my daily living; or 2) to
communicate with friends.

The process of reading, | must say, is always very enjoyable. It is fun to read about things that intrigued me, and it is
always interesting to read about my friends and my other favorite things. As a matter of fact, this is probably how I
came to like reading regularly when I was in junior secondary years — when | found out that, interesting ideas and
information can be communicated through reading, | started to read a lot on my own. This idea has been well-
understood but quite easily neglected — the essence of reading, as Christina Nuttall in her book “Teaching Reading”
(1996) has suggested, is “a process of communication” that intends to have give meaningful exchange of ideas
between author and readers. So how attractive could the communication be if a young child reads only to fulfill a
reading-assignment? How meaningful could the communication be if a young child has to reads on topics which he or
she can not relate to?

Next time when selecting reading materials, how about the short English instruction printed on his/her video-game
packages? Or maybe the English address on your mails? How about a book that talks about her favorite anime-
movie’s production? Or maybe an autobiography of his most admired soccer-player?
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The English Enhancement Programme has been developed to encourage students to use English outside
of the classroom. No two students are quite the same. They are all unique, with unique interests. With this in
mind, the programme aims to give students flexibility in their English learning, and hopefully help them to have
fun at the same time! The programme targets three different learning areas: reading, listening, and
speaking.

There are five different reading activities that students can choose to do, which require students to read a
variety of English texts. For example, students can read an English book and write a report, read a book or
magazine aloud to their parents, or even read the information on a food label. These activities were designed
to help students understand the limitless opportunities they have to practise their English reading skills.

Students can take part in five different listening activities, which allow them to choose from various audio
media, including TV, movies, radio, as well as CDs, and other sources of English songs. For example, in one
activity, students are asked to listen to the weather forecast in English for 3 days and to record the information
on a worksheet that has already been prepared for them.
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School Calendar p %
May - June
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16/5

Additional general holiday
for the Buddha's birthday
IR

28/5

Parenting Seminar

1/6

Summer Timetable
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11/6
Tuen Ng Festival
]
15/6~3-/6

Final Examination
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1. Itis a complete scheme — assessable, achievable and measurable.
2. | would suggest the following considered:
a) Set higher maximum point to Area 3 (Behavior and Attitude) t
show more importance.
b) Add the evaluation of interpersonal skill as measuring item.
c) Add the training courses outside school (long-term training) as
measuring item.
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