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Notes from the Editors

Greetings!

With the New Year fast approaching, let us first take this

opportunity to wish you all a Happy Lunar New Year. May your lives be

wonderful and full of the Lord’s grace.

In this school year, more than two hundred new students and parents
have joined our SPKC family. In order to establish and maintain

communication between the school and parents, we would like to

. introduce you to the SPKC bimonthly newsletter, in which we present

topical discussions based on current development and happening at the
school. Through the newsletter, we hope to build a good rapport with
our students’ families. In this issue, we will focus on this year’s school
theme on “respect”. Through words of the principal, teachers and
students, we would like to explore the question: What is respect?
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Dear parents,

The making of this newsletter has always been on
my things-to-do list. However, in the past four
months, the whole staff team was almost fully
loaded with students’ leaming as well as the
organization of our school’s Grand Opening already
held on 3 December, 2005. Thanks to the Lord
that things are settling down and | am very grateful
to see our students grow in wisdom and physical
strength, and in favor with God and men (Luke
2:52).

In this newsletter, | would like to update parents on
the issues regarding our school theme, our SPKC
Grand Opening, our Tuition Policy, and other
upcoming development of the school.

Our School’s Annual Theme

As the school is determined to train up students as
leaders of tomorrow, we have identified traits that
we want to promote each year. “Respect yourself
and respect others” is the theme of this year.
Efforc will be put to help adolescent students
develop their positive self-image, treasure their
lives, and make good use of their youth. Having

built such inner strengths, students will  then be
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guided to be considerate and to treat the needs
of others sensitively and sensibly. Messages
in our morning and weekly assemblies, small
group activities and other informal educational
activities are expected to include the meaning
of this annual theme. Also, it is very
encouraging to hear that some parents have
already reinforced similar ideas in their daily
conversation with children at home. Let us

XREMMR  HFRE -

HTEEEE?EEY
ULE— 9 E&HA
% ~ — R LEHERH
B EREMNESGB
FiE >~ RRRE ~ 2K
2o FleF o FRAE—TEIT
& A B A G R
B o RGP AH
BEARSZEISKRE
gty 0 EEKRPI—R-E
BERIEEH B F 0 B EIR
BB ) 0 LA R R
HESE/MAY T ©

What is respect? It
can  be a casual
simple
of

It 1s
to accept people for
It is to
appreciate, to say
“Thank You”, and to

admire people for their

greeting, a
acknowledgment
another person.

who they are.

diligence and efforts.
Students of SPKC in
fact
respectable qualities, as

display  many
we see 1n the following
teachers’  recollection
of past school events.
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together continue to work encouragingly for
the betterment of our students. May | take
this opportunity to wish you all a healthy,
happy, and prosperous New Year.

Dr Simon Law, The Principal

Bt

A HEART TO SERVE

I have to thank God for his continuous support and love! He gives me good colleagues

who are willing to offer help whenever and wherever | need.

He also provides me with

2

more than 400 lovely kids whose contributions in

the ceremony should be recognized.

Our lovely students are young, but they are

enthusiastic and courageous. [ am sure that all of
them devoted wholeheartedly in their practices,
stall preparations.
the

performances as well as the creativity of the

performances, and game

Guests were impressed by enjoyable

However, more

games in each game stall and the hospitality of our student helpers.
than that, many of the students stayed late in school for several days to decorate and

prepare the materials for the stalls.

Last but not least, I would like to express my gratitude and appreciation to some
“invisible” students who did not work in the front line. Twelve students in S.2 helped us
to setup and restore almost ALL hardware we needed. They worked until 1030pm the
night before our Grand Opening Ceremony and some of them returned to school at 6 am
the next day to help us with hardware installation. They even initiated to come back
earlier. It was extremely amazing that these 12 students had actually moved more than
1000 chairs, 12 tents and 50 benches for the whole school!

students in our school in terms of academic results nor the performers who won

They were neither the top

thunderous applause on the stage, but their contributions should not be neglected. We

wouldn’ t have had such a smooth and successful event without their help.

[ thank all the students from the deepest of my heart. My beloved students, I am really
proud of you!

Let no one despise you for your youth, but set the believers an example in speech, in

conduct, in love, in faith, in purity. (1 Timothy 4:12)

By Ms Jacqui Koo R
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A TIME OF BONDING

I believed that being the class teacher of my lovely 1 Joy
class is a gift from God this year. At the beginning of
November, we had our school field trip. Like many other
schools, we had BBQ and games in our field trip. But there
was one thing which, for me, was unforgettable — [ went hiking
with my class.

After we had some food and played some games in the

morning, my class’ students urged me to go hiking with them, as some students of other classes also
went hiking. So I went with them. At the start of our journey, I thought that it would not be a special
task for us, as hiking is a very common activity nowadays. But when we were into about 15 minutes of
our journey, some of my students started murmuring. [ asked what happened, and then I discovered
that, for about half of them, this was their first time hiking. But there was about 45 minutes left in our
journey! So, I tried my best to encourage them to finish the whole journey. I thought that talking was
the best way to divert their attention. Therefore, we talked a lot and shared a lot in our journey. And |
also shared some secret things with them! As we shared so much, at the end of the field trip, we knew
each other much more and our relationship became much stronger than before. The journey was so
unforgettable for me, not only because of the building of our relationship, but also because that | saw
some of them said that they felt happy and successful after finishing the tough journey. It was joyful to
see that my students could overcome the difficulties and grow up as a result.

By Mr Patrick Cheung
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The Motivation for Learing

“Wwell... do you know, it Ls really very bortng. Why doesn't the
teacher teach us other things that are more Lnteresting?”

“Oh my!  Owne, two, three... there are six pleces of howmework to do
and hand in tomorrow! O, please, may we hand tn the homework

a day later?”

durtng the lessons.  n English, Chinese, or Math Llessons, they
never stop saying them! But | do wot quite agree with thew.
Why?  Now | am going to explain the reasons and my Ldea to you!

Firstly, ( always have positive thinking! (f you think all the
things are not good, thew all the things you see will become not
good. So | have wo wegative thinking toward studying, and,
after understanding this point, | never think that studying is
boring. It's fun and it makes you always happy!
golng to get more motivation for learning!

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

These ave the complaints that [ always hear from my classmates |
|

|

|

|

|

|

Thew You are !
|

Secondly, | always concentrate on the lessons and what the teacher L

ls saying.  So | always know how to do the homework. If not, [ will
ask the teachers after lessons or the classmates after school. | am
not ashamed to ask them gquestions.  So | : '
concentrate ano  dont be ashamed!

Then You will become a clever person!

1

1

U

]

U

Thivdly, | always relax wmyself by I
telling  muyself, “Dont be nenous!” |
Because Uf You are wnervous whem Lou '
work and are always thinking “guicker, |
quicker, quicker...”, You won't finish the '
job quickly and successfully. Yow will always make mistakes
and your brain will feel like a bomb blowing up!  So relaxing can |
help You to finlsh work quickly and protect your bratn! So o
always be relaxed. i
1

1

1

1

1

1

Then you will become a person who (s successful at everything,
every time, and in every aspect!

[ hope You will agree with mey personal opinions.

1 Groce Kuno Ho Yan
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We bring out the best in people by respecting one another. However,
respect is not reserved only for the others, but also for the self. We can
respect ourselves by adopting a positive attitude and by appreciating and
making the most of what we have. We respect ourselves when we learn to do
the right thing at the right time. We respect ourselves by living up to our
potentials and by challenging ourselves to do even better. For students, how
they approach their studies is an opportunity for them to develop
self-respect. What have students realized in their reflecton of their own
learning?

Some stud Y methods that studg this year

n this year, | have learnt much kinowledge and that [ can lmprove much tn
all subjects. Besides the basic kwnowledge, | have also Learnt some study
methods. We need to be attentive in class. If we have anl problems, we can
raise owr hands to ask the teacher. After school, we can choose a quiet place
to study, such as the self-learning centre and Library. We can also use the
tnternet or Ltbravy to find some information. When we go back home, we
needl to try our best to do well on the homework. Also, we can do some extra
studying. For example, You can oo some extra Mathematics questions.
These methods are very use{ut for us to prepare for our exam or test.

: i ; 2 Peace Alex Lee
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Conclusion

We hope that the discussions and sharings presented m this
issue have shed light on the importance of respecting oneself
and others. Let us end our discussion with the following
poem. May it be an encouragement for us all.
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English Speech Festival

& S2 Boys Solo Verse Speaking 3™
2 Joy Ng Wai Hei Dennis
2 Faith Lau Siu Kong

& S1 Boys Solo Verse Speaking 1°
1 Peace Ho,Alex Chun Lung

& S2 Girls Solo Verse Speaking 3™
2Joy Wong Wai Ying, Sandra
2Joy Tsang Hei Yeung
2 Grace Yeung Hin Wai

& S1 Girls Solo Verse Speaking 3
1 Grace Lam So Yan
1 Joy Tam Jessica
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Ms Simmy Wong
Hi! Nice to meet you all!
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SPKC and I am also the coordinator

o AHRTH DMK AFTERE
ZHTILFH: TR
Pk 2| 354135 B4 A AT BRI
B b3 AF BB LT N8
— AR Z A F A H R
FRFE AL

e e —

of the English Department.
This is my first year at SPKC. I
have taught English in many

different kinds of schools before,

including kindergartens, a primary

school, secondary schools and a

teacher training institute. [ also

worked as a native

English—speaking teacher when I

just returned to Hong Kong from

Australia. I hope we can provide a

language-rich environment and a

school-based curriculum for our

students.
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School lite

In October 2005, Stewards Life Education Project organized the
“Green Ribbon Ambassadors Training” for the parents of SPKC and
Stewards Pooi Kei Primary School, aiming at developing their
potentials and cultivating a sense of social concern.

This was part of the “Green Ribbon — Care & Share Movement”
launched by the Shatin Family and Children Welfare Committee of
the Social Welfare Department. After 6 sessions of training, the
group, namely “Life Dynamics @ Pooi Kei”, provided voluntary
service for the senior citizens in the neighborhood and organized the
game booth at the “Green Ribbon Ambassadors Community Sharing
Ceremony” on January 7%, at Shatin New Town Plaza, so as to
promote the message of community “care and share”. “Life
Dynamics @ Pooi Kei” would have regular meetings and service this
year. Parents who are interested are welcomed to contact Ms.

Cherry Ho, School Social Worker.
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ANNOUNCEMENT

n our Briefing Sessiom, we have announced to the new prospective parents that the annual
tultion fee will be increased to $13,000 in the coming school year.  The message on this tuition
level is tentatively correct as we must disseminate this information aheao before they submit
thetr applications for Form-1 admission. This tuition level was initially approved by our SMC
and will be submitted to the Education and Manpower Bureaw for final approval.

In determining our tuition level, our SMC has consioered several major principles.  First, the
school will set its tuition only at a woderate level when compared with other DSS schools.  The
rationale behind (s that SPKC's education must be affordable to the wajority of families.
Second, the tuition fee we collect must be used only for maintaining our educational quality,
and no profit will be gained and wsed for other non-educational purposes.  Thivd, wader the
gutdance of the SMC, the school administration should have the responsibility to make efficlent
use of the concerted vesources tncluding government’s subsidies, tuition fee income, and other

resources from the community and from the Stewards.

Having considered the income and expenditure statements of the school, the SMC has decided to
slightly tnerease the tuition fee Level in the coming year to compensate the inflation anticipated.
The tultion fee income will mainly be spent on the needs of small-class teaching, upgraded (T
provisions, and above-standard facilities. Moreover, as alr-conditioning is a must tn our school
for noise abatement as we are Located adjacent to an tnelining rond, we have decioed wot to collect
extra charges for electricity, maintenance and depreciation of air-conditioners in the future.
Therefore, the increase of tuition fee by $2,000 is set for the coming year.  Meanwhile, the SMC
has decided to waive the alr-conditioning charges of the previous year.

Furthermore, our SMC has bnstructed the school adwinistration to keep ratloning our expenditure
so that our tuition fee could be affordable to existing paremts.  Tuitlon fee in the coming few
years should be stabilized as wmuch as we can at the curvent Level, except for reasonable inflation
adjustment.  However, because the government's subsioy Level for Form-4 and Form-5 (s Lower
than that for Junlor forms, therefore the tuition Level for the senlor forms is expected to be higher to
compensate the discrepancy in subsidies. we hope that our explanation could clarify
unnecessary misunderstanding,.

Dr Shmon Law, The Principal
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